True to its name, Perspectives on Animal Behavior provides a balanced view of the diverse disciplines that contribute to the study of animal behaviour. In this second edition, Judith Goodenough completed a thorough revision herself to update an already good textbook (as stated in the preface, McGuire was unable to contribute, and Wallace is deceased). As with the first edition, Goodenough et al. have attempted to broaden the presentation of the discipline compared to other textbooks on the market (e.g. Alcock 2001). In this task, they succeed well. As a result, Perspectives would be an excellent choice for courses offered by either biology or psychology departments. The writing is clear and should be understandable for first year undergraduates, while containing enough detail to remain valuable to introductory graduate students as well. The historical perspective that distinguished the first edition has been maintained, with the authors doing an excellent job in presenting many of the classic studies that have so influenced the field. Furthermore, these studies are not simply presented as a set of results, but instead are revealed as the journeys of discovery that they were. This inquiry style is found throughout the text and clearly leads the reader through the questions asked by researchers as well as their findings. As a result, the authors have succeeded in bringing the historical studies to life and showing the field to be the dynamic one that it is.
While the approach taken by the authors is a broad one, the emphasis of the text is clearly mechanistic and the level of detail on the mechanisms underlying behaviour is impressive. While writing this review, I was able to test firsthand the usefulness of the text as a general reference when a colleague stopped by with a highly specific question about entrainment of circadian rhythms. A quick flip of the pages revealed the answer to his question and reinforced my impression that the text has great value beyond that for an introductory behaviour course. Unfortunately, at times, the historical perspective and attention to mechanisms appears to have been maintained at the expense of presenting the current
